13. PEOPLE AND SOCIETY

1. PICTURE DESCRIGING

Look at the picture below. Talk about:

· the people in the picture – who are they and what their relationship is,

· their physical appearance

· their social behaviour

· how they communicate together
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2. DISCUSSION

1. What is etiquette and what are her basic rules?
Etiquette describes formal rules and traditions of behaviour in a certain society and culture. Modern etiquette teaches us to greet people with respect, offer hospitality to guests, wear clothing appropriate for certain occasions, join the conversations without dominating them. It also describes how to behave in specific situations. It teaches us to offer a chair, help those who need it, eat neatly and quietly, not to play loud music or make noise and arrive in time when visiting somebody. 
2. Why are some social rules specific for different cultures?

Different social rules are followed at home, at work and in business. The social rules of hosting guests, dining, clothing, etc. are specific for different cultures. What is appropriate in one culture {for example in a European country} can be totally unacceptable in another culture {for example in a Moslim country}. Some rules are the same all around the world. It is important to be polite and to use the magic words: Thank you, Please, Sorry. When somebody invites us for a visit, we should come in time. We should bring a small present to the host, for example flowers, chocolate or a bottle of wine. It is not polite to visit somebody without arranging it in advance.
3. Why is the loss of manners a serious problem in the modern society?

The loss of manners has become a serious problem in modern societies. Nowadays, many children are educated by the media. The cartoon characters, movies, games and music are often rude and violent. Only people who look good and have a lot of money are considered successful. The huge differences between how children are raised nowadays and how our parents and grandparents were raised lead to big generation gaps.

4. How can parent raise their children tolerant, respectful and empathic?

Children learn the social rules from their parents, teachers and friends. It is important to teach them what behaviour is correct or wrong. Family is the place where social behaviour is formed. If parents speak rudely, children will imitate their models. If parent have only TV dinners, children will not know how to behave at the table. Small things, such as talking to people with respect, listening to them and showing empathy, should be normal in every life. 
5. Name three examples of table etiquette?

The food etiquette includes some rules. For example, it is impolite to ask for more food. It is fine to have more food when it is offered by the hosts. The tea should be poured from a teapot after a minute or two it has been made. Soup should be eaten quietly. Hands should never be used for eating. 
3.SITUATION TASK

Your English friend is coming to visit you and your family. He wants to know some basic rules of how to behave as a guest in a Slovak family. Tell him about greetings, gifts for the hosts, the basic rules of table etiquette{what to do/ say if you do not like the food, etc.}and when it is polite to leave. 

When someone visits us it important to know some of the basic rules of the etiquette and the table etiquette:

· a guest should some small present, for example a flower,  a box of chocolate, or a bottle of wine

· take off your shoes, greet the hosts

· as for as table etiquette, it is impolite to ask for more food, it is fine to have more food when it is offered by the hosts

· soup should be eaten quietly

· hands should never be used for eating

· you shouldn´t sip the soup

· you should scoop up a little of soup /nabrať troche polievky/

· pay attention not to be sloppy /nebyť pooblievaný/

· you should use napkin

· you shouldn´t chomp on/mľaskať/

· it is polite to leave the house when the hosts has finished eating

Common phrases for eating
· Enjoy your meal.

· Please, have some more.

· The food is delicious.

· Would you like some more?

· May I offer you some drink?

TASK 1
Look at the following qualities you might look for in a friend:


- sensitive



- punctual


- helpful



- honest


- patient



- intelligent


- humorous



- tolerant


- good listener


- not selfish

 Arrange the qualities according to importance for you.

Do you have a good friend? Describe his / her appearance, personality,

lifestyle, clothing, habits, hobbies, etc. 


If you decided to find a marriage partner, what important qualities would you look for in your future wife / husband?
TASK 2
A viewpoint

              A man was asked  a question. Should more managers of large firms be          women? He was a manager. Here is his answer:  ‘More women managers?                   Good Lord, no. I think that men make better bosses than women. They are better at  organizing things and dealing with people. I personally believe that a woman´s place is in the home looking after children. They are too emotional to make important decisions. It is the man´s job to earn the money.‘

Why does the manager think men are better bosses than women?   
        Where does the manager think the women´s place is?     

I think I thas a lot of to do with position of man and woman. The manager thinks, that a woman´s place is at home looking after children Women should do housework, such as knitting or embroidery etc. 
     What do you think about the position of men and women? Do you 

              agree with the manager? 
No, I do not agree with the manager, because it is  some kind of  discrimination against women. It has a lot of to do with position of women in the society. I think, women are the same good managers as men, might better. They can manage their time more effectively than men, they can raise the children and at the same time lead a firm. Generally, in our society,  men earn money and women take care of children and household.  
